
 

WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

���� THE BENEFITS OF SALVATION AFTER THIS LIFE 

 

1. General Review: Question 3:  What do the Scriptures principally teach?

what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of man

the first section of the Catechism (“what man is to believe concerning God”).  What doctrines 

have particularly stood out to you from what you’ve learned about God and His work? 

 

 

Question 37:  What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?

made perfect in holiness,(1) and do immediately pass into glory;

in their graves,(4) till the resurrection.(5)  
(1) Heb. 12:23 

 

1. Look again at Question 19: What is the misery of 

fall lost communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable to all miseries in this life, to 

death itself, and to the pains of hell for ever.

Christ “at death” and beyond?  

 

 

2. “The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness and do immediately pass into glory”

a. What is death? 

 

b. How does Heb.12:22-

departed Christian loved ones?  (Where? With whom?  What?) 

 

c. Read Phil.1:23 and Luke 23:43: 

i. How might these verses help you overcome the fear of death?

 

ii. How do these verses answer the theories of purgatory and “soul sleep”?

 

3. “Their bodies, being still united in Christ,

a. What do the following texts say about Christians who lie in graveyards?

i. Romans 6:5  

 

ii. Job 19:26  
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THE BENEFITS OF SALVATION AFTER THIS LIFE 

What do the Scriptures principally teach? A. The Scriptures principally teach 

what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.  We have reached the end of 

the first section of the Catechism (“what man is to believe concerning God”).  What doctrines 

you from what you’ve learned about God and His work? 

What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death? A. The souls of believers are at their death 

and do immediately pass into glory;(2) and their bodies, being still united in Christ,

 
Heb. 12:23 (2) 2 Cor. 5:1,6,8; Phil. 1:23; Luke 23:43 (3) 1 Thess. 4:14 (4) Isa. 57:2 

What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell? A. All mankind by their 

fall lost communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable to all miseries in this life, to 

death itself, and to the pains of hell for ever.  Why is it important that believers receive benefits from 

” and beyond?   

“The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness and do immediately pass into glory”

-24 describe the location, company and condition of the souls of your 

departed Christian loved ones?  (Where? With whom?  What?)  

Read Phil.1:23 and Luke 23:43:  

How might these verses help you overcome the fear of death?   

How do these verses answer the theories of purgatory and “soul sleep”?

“Their bodies, being still united in Christ, do rest in their graves, till the resurrection”.   

What do the following texts say about Christians who lie in graveyards? 
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Scriptures principally teach 

.  We have reached the end of 

the first section of the Catechism (“what man is to believe concerning God”).  What doctrines 

you from what you’ve learned about God and His work?  

A. The souls of believers are at their death 

bodies, being still united in Christ,(3) do rest 

Isa. 57:2 (5) Job. 19:26,27   

A. All mankind by their 

fall lost communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable to all miseries in this life, to 

ceive benefits from 

“The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness and do immediately pass into glory” 

of the souls of your 

 

How do these verses answer the theories of purgatory and “soul sleep”?    

 



 

Question 38:  What benefits do believers receive from Christ at

being raised up in glory,(1) shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment,

blessed in the full enjoying of God(3) to all eternity.

 

1. “At the resurrection believers (will be) raised up in glory

a. When will your resurrection take place?  See

 

b. What will be the nature of your resurrected body?  See 

 

c. It is common teaching today that these events will not take place until a “secret rapture”, 

period of “tribulation” and literal 1,000 year reign of Christ in Jerusalem.  Discuss this 

the light of the chronology offered in 1Thess.4:13

 

2. “Shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment”

a. How do the following verses describe your experience of the Day of Judgment as a 

Christian?   

i. Hebrews 4:13 

 

ii. 1Cor.3:12-15   

 

iii. Matthew 10:32

 

3. “Made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God 

a. How will the full enjoying of God be possible in glory?  See 1John 3:2

 

b. What does the enjoyment of heaven in resurrected bodies suggest about our eternal 

home?   

 

c. How does this statement in Question 38 tie in to Question 1, and thus neatly summarize 

this first section of the catechism?  

 

 

 

“Christ makes the hearts of his lovers the seat and place of his special residence.  Lovers love to dwell together, and 

Christ hath prepared mansions for us that we  might dwell with him hereafter; but Christ, through the greatness of his 

love, being impatient of so long absence, till we come to be present with him in heaven, makes our hearts a mansion for 

himself, that he might dwell with us on earth, till we are lodged with him in glory (John xiv.23)” 
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What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection? A. At the resurrection, believers 

shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment,(2) 

to all eternity.(4)  

(1) 1 Cor. 15:43 (2) Matt. 25:23; Matt. 10:32 (3) 1 John 3:2; 1 Cor. 13:12 

believers (will be) raised up in glory”   

When will your resurrection take place?  See John 6:44 and 1Cor.15:51-52

What will be the nature of your resurrected body?  See 1Cor.15:40, 49   

It is common teaching today that these events will not take place until a “secret rapture”, 

period of “tribulation” and literal 1,000 year reign of Christ in Jerusalem.  Discuss this 

the light of the chronology offered in 1Thess.4:13-5:4. 

“Shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment” 

How do the following verses describe your experience of the Day of Judgment as a 

  

 

thew 10:32 and 25:23  

“Made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God  to all eternity” 

How will the full enjoying of God be possible in glory?  See 1John 3:2 

What does the enjoyment of heaven in resurrected bodies suggest about our eternal 

How does this statement in Question 38 tie in to Question 1, and thus neatly summarize 

this first section of the catechism?   

“Christ makes the hearts of his lovers the seat and place of his special residence.  Lovers love to dwell together, and 

hath prepared mansions for us that we  might dwell with him hereafter; but Christ, through the greatness of his 

love, being impatient of so long absence, till we come to be present with him in heaven, makes our hearts a mansion for 

well with us on earth, till we are lodged with him in glory (John xiv.23)” 

(Thomas Doolittle) 

A. At the resurrection, believers 
(2) and made perfectly 

1 John 3:2; 1 Cor. 13:12 (4) 1 Thess. 4:17,18 

52   

 

It is common teaching today that these events will not take place until a “secret rapture”, 

period of “tribulation” and literal 1,000 year reign of Christ in Jerusalem.  Discuss this in 

How do the following verses describe your experience of the Day of Judgment as a 

What does the enjoyment of heaven in resurrected bodies suggest about our eternal 

How does this statement in Question 38 tie in to Question 1, and thus neatly summarize 

“Christ makes the hearts of his lovers the seat and place of his special residence.  Lovers love to dwell together, and 

hath prepared mansions for us that we  might dwell with him hereafter; but Christ, through the greatness of his 

love, being impatient of so long absence, till we come to be present with him in heaven, makes our hearts a mansion for 

well with us on earth, till we are lodged with him in glory (John xiv.23)”  


